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PNPANICRER
1 March 1909 - 19 June 1995

FATHER OF LIBRARY MOVEMENT
INRERRALA
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READING DAY PLEDCE

O o1 ufYracpe wia29T

P.N. PANICKER FOUNDATION
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509, Sangeeth Nagar, Thycaud, Thiruvananthapuram - 695 014
Phone : 2328560, 2322426, 2724944, 2332426

Mobile : 94470-64944 Fax : 0471-2322426

Website : www.pnpanickerfoundation.org e-mail : kedesindia@gmail.com

READING DAY PLEDGE

Today I stand and pledge with full faith of my ability to grow through
reading and discussions. I pledge to promote the development of
my country, Bharat, through judicious reading of books, as well as
digital reading, and through right action. I shall read books and
practice digital reading, for knowledge as well as technological
empowerment. I shall shine the light of knowledge gained, to solve
the problems I face as well the challenges that affect my country.

I realize that today we face multiple challenges, be it corruption,
substance abuse, or environmental problems. I shall make reading
a habit and and be a solution to these challenges. I shall ensure best
compliance to the legal framework of my country and shall strive
for a secure and secular atmosphere. I shall strive to raise high, the

value of knowledge, and the pride of my country with my thoughts,
words and deeds.




BIOCRAPHY i

Puthuvayil Narayana Panicker (1 March
1909 - 19 June 1995) is known as the Father
of the Library Movement in the Indian state

of Kerala. The activities of the Kerala

Grandhasala Sangham that he initiated

triggered a popular cultural movement in
Kerala which produced universal literacy in
the state in the 1990s.

June 19, his death anniversary, has been
observed in Kerala as Vayanadinam
(Reqding qu) since 1996. The Department
of Education in Kerala also observes
Vayana varam (Reading Week) for a week
from June 19 to 25.

In 2017, Indian Prime Minister Narendra
Modi declared June 19, Kerala's Reading
Day, as National Reading Day in India.The

following month is also observed as
National Reading Month in India.



Early life

Panicker was born on 1909
March 1, to Govinda Pillai and
Janaky Amma at Neelamperoor,
India. In 1926 he started the
Sanadanadharmam Library as a
teacher in his hometown. He was
a teacher and his influence on
society was much greater than

many of his time.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Neelamperoor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/India

CONTRIBUTIONS

Panicker led the formation of Thiruvithaamkoor
Granthasala Sangham (Travancore Library
Association) in 1945 with 47 rural libraries. The
slogan of the organization was Read and Grow.
Later on, with the formation of Kerala State in
1956, it became Kerala Granthasala Sangham
(KGS). He traveled to the villages of Kerala
proclaiming the value of reading. He succeeded
in bringing some 6,000 libraries into this network.
Grandhasala Sangham won the prestigious
Krupsakaya Award’ from UNESCO in 1975.
Panicker was the General Secretary of Sangham
for 32 years, until 1977, when it was taken over by
the State Government. It became the Kerala
State Library Council, with an in-built democratic

structure and funding.




RANFED

After his organization was taken over by the
State, Panicker became subject to political
interference. In 1977 he responded by
founding the Kerala Association for Non-
formal Education and Development
(KANFED). KANFED was instrumental in
starting the Kerala State Literacy Mission,
which led Kerala to its universal literacy
movement. Thus, Kerala became the first
state which achieved universal literacy.
Panicker took a keen interest in promoting
Agricultural Books Corners, The Friendship
Village Movement (Sauhrudagramam),
Reading Programmes for Families, Grants
for Books and building libraries and Best

Reader's Award P.N. Panicker Foundation.
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LEGACY

Panicker died on 19 June 1995, at age 86.
The Government of Kerala
acknowledged his contributions and
ordered that 19 June be observed
annually, as Vaayanadinam (READING
DAY ) with a week-long series of
activities at schools and public
institutions to honor his contributions to
the cause of literacy, education and
library movement.

The Department of Posts honored
Panicker by issuing a commemorative
postage stamp on 21 June 2004.

His birth centenary was celebrated
under the auspices of the P. N. Panicker

Foundation in 2010.
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